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RICHMOND HUSTLE |

AND HOW IT TELLS

Richmond Electric Com-
pany ! hat Started Small
and Grew Great,.

JUST A SAMPLE OF
WHATCAN BE DONE

Only Big Establishment of Its
Kind in the South Has Its
Home in Richmond—Big
Plant That Is Making
Richmond Famous
Throughout Country.,

BY FRANIKK 5. WOODSOXN.
Rlchmond may not he ahesd of all

the Soulhern ecitles combined in the
matter of varlety of industries, as haey
been claimed, but It s sufe to say that
In this respect it le shead of any one
or any twWo or three or four combined,
Nearly everything in the wiy of ma-

chinery und implements Is made in this
clly; everything from locomotive on-
gines and autemcbiles down to plaow
points and gorden rakes may be found
lo the process of muanufacture In some
of the lron works or other shope of
this clty, and Richmond makes and
sells many things that no other South.
ern clly makes and aells,

It Is llkely that comparuatively few
reeders of The Times-Dispatch
aware of the fact that the only fac- |
tory in the South devoted exclusively
to the manufacture of electrical ma-
chinery |8 localed In Greater Rich- |
mond. 1 happened to know thHore was |
such a shop here, but [ did not know
untll a few duys ago that Rlchmond
enjoys the distinction of having the
only one of its kind In the South, and

1 dld not know untll Investigation |
brought out the factz that It is 3|
tramiendous  establishment employving

VEry many expert workmen and selllng
ity products sll over the United States,
eipeciully in the North, anid enjoying |
& splendld loeal tride, hut not as well !
putronized  fn | Virginla, outside of
Richmond, and In some sections of the
South as  such  Houthern | enterprise
ought to be, Southern people will soma
day get wise and glve home enterprise
the preference when they o sut to Ly
Eoods of any kind,
From n Smal] fleginolng,

The Rlehmond' Electric Company
slarted business In Richmond ten years
ngo under the management af the
owner of tha plant, Edward J. Wlllis,
un expert clecirlezl englneer, and, like
most of the greal enlerprises of this
clly, Its beginning was on the small
order, but In a short'"wHlle“It com-
meanced to grow with marvelous otrides,
and now the plant Is one of the larg-
est’ of the many Industrial shops In
Bouth Rlchmond, occupylng an entire
block,

On Invitatlion of |[ths managers I
vislted this plant a few diys ago, and
It was an eve opener, for therea 1 saw
o line of business In the Industrisl and
manufacturing llne thal was new  to
me, and that [ dld net think wag be-
ing engaged In a0 extensively In this
elty, the prevalent ldea belng thot on
electrical machinery plant here was
not much more than a broker's office for
the sile of machinery mede elsewhere,
Therefore the abundance of foundry
apparatus, molding facllitles and fac-
tory fixtures generally that I found
Wis surprising.

The wrlter was also siruck with the
large number of motors and dynamos
on  the foors of | the shipplng room
ready fur shipment to varloug sections,
and with the larger numbers in the
course of constructlon to fill hurry
orders.  ‘The machines ranged n size
from one-quarter-horsepower Motors,
little things that a men ecould earry In
his coat pocket, upto glgantic machines
of 100-hersepower, blg enough and
atrong enough to run any kind of an
Industrial plant.

Electric Power Meduced to Small Com-
Prss,

Mr. Brlce, one of the engineers, told
me thut while the company makes di-
rect current motors and yenerators, at
least 756 per cent. of the output of the
factory conglsts of two and threa-phase
alternating current motors end dyna-
mon, these machines having been found
o/ mpat the demand for electric power
morae  afficlently. By the way, this
Richmond company was the frst of
the independent electrlec machinery fac-
torles to have the hardihood to take
up the manufacture of the'alternatling
current  motors at the explration of
the term of the famous Tesla patents,
and therefore IL {8 but naturnl that
thelr busineas In this line should have
grown with prodigloua rapldity.

Among thelr customers for this class
of electrical apporatus they have o
large ‘number of machinery manufac-
turers, who require but limited power,
such as pump makers, ventilating fan
meakers, bullders of machine tools,
elevator manufacturers, dough mixers,
bottling works operators, organ blow-
ers, etec, who wuse these HRichmond
made  motors excluslvely for direct
connection to thalr factory or any
kind of apparatus

The 'udividual Mator,

Ona notable feature of the plant,
one that at least struck me as belng)
& little curious, was the entire ab-
sence of shafting and belting, for
none wag seen in any of the various
departments vialted. Every tool in the
entire plant from the small chill
ginders using only one-eighth of one-
harsepower to the large planers and
boring mills was equipped with Its
own individual motor, so to speak.
Thus by the simple movement of a
lever at the side of the operator thase
maochines could be set to running at
any speed desired, and, when neces-
sary, stopped or reversed in a Jiffy.

I eald this struck me as belng &
little curious, for all of tha factories
I had previously: visited that used
mush electric power had the one big
motor andl all of the shafting and
beltlng required to operate machines
here, there and overywhers. Hence
I sought an explanation. I was as-
sured that experience had demon-
etrated that while tha cost of 'the
IaTge number of amall motora mounted
on machinery In this factory was nac-
essarily greater in the first Instance
than that of one large . motor with

farmers
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RICHMOND HAS ONLY ELECTRIC MOTOR PLANT IN SOUTH

SMALL MOTOR DEPARTMENT.

arec , B

PARTIAL VIEW OF RICHMOND ELECTRIC COMPANY'S PLANT. .

TOBACCOOUTLOOK:]

SHORT CROP TALK

Sales of Loose Leaf Exceedingly
Small—Active Inquiry for
FPackage Goods.

NEWS FROM THE PLANT BEDS

Drounght Curtailed Crop in Some
Sections—Sun-Curing Sec-
tion All Right.

A few wagons loaded with sun-cured
leaf tobacco straggled Into town last
Friday, and a few bozes and tlerces
contalning the leaf came in by rail,
and by these means the warehouses
managed’ to have small sales on that
day, the only day any loose leaf,was
offered. Less than 50,000 pounds were
sold, . : - <1dil

There was more than the usual in-
quiry for package and alr-dried to-
baceos, dus perhaps . .to the. continued
dry weather, which Is unfavarabla to
4 new crop and threntens 1o ' curtail
this year's productlon.  Some good
sales of package goods were made, and
the fnquiries find that the Stocks In
the hands of the dealers are much
smiller than' they usually are at this
time of year, i

The dealers who have stocks of air-
dried In the process of drylng have
reen unable to “strilke down' the same,
becnuse of the dry weather, and they
can only show stocks as the leaf hongs
in' the foctories and drylng houses.

The denlers’ generally; .as well as
the ITI[InIJf{-lC'I.UPeI‘S. are now very much
cancarned about the forthcoming crop,
the reports from all of the tobacco-
planting sections belng rather.gloomy.
Reports are always more or lass
gloomy about planting time If any
rack upon which to hang a blue flag
cen be found, This year the seasons
have been altogethar unfavorable, and
there Is no doubt of the fact that in
some sectlons the crop is bound Lo bs
short.

The reports that come to The Times-
Dispateh from all of the tobaceo lands
belng duly sifted and due allowance
made for the disposition to always talk
short erop on the slightest provoca-
tlon, furnish ‘the, followlng facts: In
the Bouth Carolina fields, where Lhe
people must set out plants by the first
of May If they set any at all, only 50
per cenil. of the wusual crop has been
set ont, and it will take very fayorahle
seasons from now on tp make that pan
out well. In Bastern North Carolina,
where the setting out I5 much carlor
than In Virginla, and yel not so early
a8 In Souih Carolipn, the setting has
been reduced by bad wenther and the
crop Is 'at !ts present stage 30, per cent.
sSmaller than that of last year. In tha
Old Belt of Virginla and North Caro-
lina the erop promises to be as large
ag It was last yoar, providad the sen-
sons are favorable from now on. The
in 'the Old ' Belt. have had
plenty of plants, Lyt rather unfavor-
able seasons, for setting them. How-
ever, it s not too late ta reset for a
late erop, provided the long drawn out
drought shall he brought to an early
end, Tn the sun-curlng lerritory there
is every Indicatlon that the average

Ezltu and shafting, the fact remained
; ntinued .on Third Page) -
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VARIABLE TYPE FIFTY-HORSEPOWER 3M0TONK.

INTERIOIL VIEW OF

PLANT,
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VIEWS AND NEAR VIEWS;
- HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

"1y B,
BY ' FRANK & WOULISON,
Industrial Editor, %

of & monument to the late Dr. Seaman
A. Knapp has been!started. The Pro
gresslye Farmer thinks It ought to ae
Bbuflt by the farmers of the South, and
says those farmers ond all persons in-
terested in the greatl program of agri-
cultural upbuilding, to' which Dr.
Knapp gave the last and best years of
his lire, should now getL together and
see that a worthy monument I8 erecicd
in memory of the lost leader of a gronc
causa,

“There are many reasons." continues

spirit of the Southern people, We huve
bullt many monuments to Warrlors and
polltic'ans; but' until now there has
been too slight recogmition of the debt

dustrial leaders. Agaln, the bullding
of such a monument ls a debt we owe
ourselyes.” ! ;

Chancellor Barrow, of the University
of Georgin, In A recant memorial . moet-
ing to Dr. Knapp recommended the
bullding 'ef such a monument as we
have here suggested, und nlso advised
that 'contributions be limited to . not
over §10 from'any one Individual. Thua
would the monument indleate the love
of the great common psople for thelr
fallen lendar.

A movement looking to the aréi;_linn]

we owe- our great educaflonal and in-!

the Progressive Farmer, “why such a!
maonument should be erected. In thao!
first ‘ploce, it would betoken the new

There are Iur.s-o!_:;'u!m\ierh of- thall
X 1 iy ;

‘commend such @

Proposed NMionument to. Dr. Knapp—Sunday in
Lkural Virginia—Demand for More Butter-
milk—rkulaski on the Industrial Firing

: Line—Minor Notes.

boys' corn clubs in Virginia who will
wont to''contribute to the monument
fund.

HButtermilk, snd More of IL.
"Drink more buttermillk and less
booge, especlally durtng hot weather,"
Is the good sdvice glven to Lthe people
of Augusti, Gu., by the Lvenlpg Herald

of ‘that ¢lty, and the paper adds:
“There are o good many things to
program. It wv'll add
lergely to your personul comfort. You
Will not et so hotl. It will help your
digestion. 1t will give your stemach
losg work to do, as the butterniilk has

tlready been fermented, and is more
casily digested than wh skey and
ollier things. And, lacidentally, ycu

will sive o considerable sum of money
during tho summer months.'
Richmond is a8 great
drinking town, and I} mas he that thy
fine businesa qualitles nf Richmond's

business men find ready explanation ‘n;

this fact. Hewever, it ls possible that
more  buttormllk would 'be  drunk in
Richmond If more was obtaineble. The
lovers of butlermilk are oftan -hen:d

to complain of the searcity of the de-

liclous drink. This Is n” hint 1o’
dafrymen,

tha

There 18 & lol of good Bense In thls
remark by the Albany Herald:
“It'is's whole lot better for a girt

|
vuttermilk *

ABOUT DOGTORING
SICK CHICKENS

Some Pertinent Questions About
Fowls That May Get on
the Sick List.

BY WALTER C. SCHAAF.
' The question {s often esked whether

or not It is profitable to doctor
Slekk  blrds. 1t all depends upon
the birds and what their condi-
tion Is. If 1 had a very valuable

bird thot was slck 1 should endeavor
to bring it out of the condition. While
It is true that such a bird should no.
be used to breed from, yel it might
be a valuuble show bird, snd §r H
entlrely recovered would still boe as
zZood a8 ever for that purpose. On the
other hand, If § snw an approaching
cold, or some disorder just creeping ln,
1 would make a blg effort to ward off
the trouble. Of course, where a bird
I8 wveory. sleck with sume ecommunicabla
discose the best thing to do s Lo kil
her and eélther burn her or bury her
vary decp In the ground In an out
the way place,

To the poultry keeper who s watchs;
ful and careful of his blrds It Is no
herd task to  percelve eapproaching
trouble. If now and then you hear n
bird ‘sneeze or rattle a little In tha
throat you may make up your mind
that there s n cold there all right. If
you: can Iay your hands on the bird
glve ler n two-grain aulnine pill and
put her by herself until cured. 1f you
will glva such a plll for three nights
In -sygeession and then give n dose of
oll you will undountedly stop the trou:
ble. During the cold wintor menths the

I
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valua of advertlsing are now crowded

BEING TOLD BY
THE DAILY PAPERS

Leading Southern Journals Are
Reflecting the Prosperity of
the Great South.

VALUABLE HINTS BY EXPERT!

A Truthful Story and Wise Sug-
gestions Found in the Manu-
facturers' Record.

The tollowlig article |a taken bodily
from the Manufacturers' Record, and
every word-of It |5 worth tha. closest
attentlon of the Industrlal and busi-
ness readers of The Times-Dispatch,
It is printed without further comment,
for comment s unnecessary: 1

There Is probably no more striking
{llustration of the remarkable progress
of the South during the last faw.years
than the great changa which has taken
place 'n the noewspnpers of the leading
towns and citles of that section In that
perlod. It was bul a few vears ago
when there were only a few cltlea In
the Eouth In whieh the dally news-
papers showed through thelr advertls-
ing columns as well as In their news
peges any evidence of great buslness
activity. In fact, most of the news-
papers had rather an uphill fght, be-
cause of the lack of broad advertising
by local people. To-day the situatlon
is  entirely differant. In dozens of
towns and citles throughout the South
the newspapers, which heave always
been leaders In the upbullding of the
Snuth, are In themselves remarkable
{Hustralliony of the vast growth of husl-
ness of every kind, Papers which a
few ycars ago showed bul geanty recog-
nition In thelr advertls'ng pages of the
appreclation by loecal people of the

with & variety and &n amount of ad-
vertising Indicatve of the lifa and
activity of the community,

In fact, some of them are nvl\ﬂmtw
at times almost tempted to follow the
example of o commerclal paper, once
well known, with which the writer was

aequainted, whose advertising grew
o ranldly that one day there np-
peared. at the head of the edlitorial

column thia announcement: “Owing to
the great presa of pdvertising, all adi-
torial

matter 1z omlitted from this |s-
sue. In that particular case the
business manager, and not the sditor,

wns responsgible for the make-up, and
he helleved that the advertisements in
the paper were more Interesting to the
publle, as well a8 to the publishera,
than editorinl stuff. He belleved that
a business activity which swamped the
eolumns of his paper with advartising
matler to the exclusion from that issue
of all editoriuls Indicated the prosperity i
of the community far better thapn any-
thing the unfortunate editor might
have laboriously svritten.

Whilo Southern papers may not have
the opportunity of tfollowing this ex-
ample, they are at leaat every day he-
coming more and more [n themsslves
advertlsements of thelr communlties,

The outslde man not familine with
the South who picks up a dally paper
from any one of its leading citles will
et an limpression about Southarn busi-
ness life and actlvity that will nocea-
sarily have a lssting effect, It might,
indecd, be n good polley for every

REAL ESTATE AND
BUILDING NEWS

Westham Bought in a
Lump by New Syn-
dicate.

BUSINESS DULL, BUT
SOME BIG SALES

Hot Weather and Near Approach
of Rental Season Make the
Agents a Little Slow—West
Broad Street Property
Still in the Lime-
light.

Somebody Is golng to kick when the
redl  estale facts for the wesk Just
ended dre truthfully toid, and they al-
Wways ave, but then some folks would
kick even if by o queer aceldsnt they
should zet ushered into heaven, How-
over, the general fact is that with the
exception of two or three unusuwnl and
unexpected largs deals the real estate
busliess for the past week was rather
dull; dull s0 far as actual sales ware
concerned, Iyvely enough, perhaps, 'so
fur as Inqulry and threatenings that
betoken voming good things were con-
cerneid.  The people who delight to
hang blg things on the string with the
hope of pulling them ofr Inter, with a
big commission accaunt attached, dld
i lot of sueh hangling during the weelk,
and not legs than a dozen of these ap-
timists” winkod thelr other eve at the
man of

news when approached, and
sald in effeet: “Yau just walt a week
and T will Ukely tell vou =omething
atartling.” But all the same, with the

exceptlons above hinted at, the actual
siles for the week were mighty amall
a5 compiared with those of recent
weaelcs, &

The Wherefore of It.

Just what the lull Is due to no one
can exactly tell, One agent with whom

I talked sald the time is so near at
hand when the renters will be glving
and taking notlce that the agents, wil
of whom huve rental agcounts, nre

yulte willlig tw walt 'a bit end heap
nigre from the rental end of the real
astate busines before they husy them-
selves much about sales and rumors of
sales. Another thlnks the prematura
hot wedather has had much to do with
business nnd headed off some LWig sales
that might otherwise have been made.
Still unother thinks the real investors
want to glve the speculators all the
rupe they require, for hanging pur-
poses, perhaps, and then they (the sure
enocugh  Investors) wlll come inlo tha
market In great shape, and muayhe
Inugh at the hanging perforimance, But
then It may be that the laugh will be
with the speculators.
Weatham Dolngs.

The blggest transaction of the week;
In some respecis the higgest of tha
year, and, as for that matter, possibly
the biggest of o decade, was the sale
of all of the besutlful Westham prop-
erty, that splesidld suburbun property
out there where the Rlchmond Collega
Is to be bullt. The blg deal was en-
gineered by that enterprising voung
renl estate firm, Golsan & Nash, It
wis o atralght and square sale with-
out | any  swapping or troding: trim-
mings. Through Golsan & Nash the
Westham Company, of which A, L
MacClellnnd (s president, dold all of
thely 420 acre holdings in  heautifal
Westham to  Willlam|  and  Edward
Schmidt and thelr associntes. and the
sum  invelved was 'something over
§150,000, The Westham Company, un-
der the guldanece of AMr. MacClolland,
hond already spent. a whola Jot of
money beautifying and improving tha
property, but It 1= sald that (t not a
patching In the way of beautifying
and improving to what the new own-
ers will do. The new owners axpast .
to make many changes In the plans,
and In the way of the subdiviston of
the property, thelr idea being to ar-
range for the sale of half-acre up to
three-acre lots and plots to folks who
want to locate In Westham. ‘They
fntend to spend a good deal of money
in beautifying the grounds, planting
drees, making hedges and otherwise
creiting o suburban heauty that will
bhe lasting and always attractlve. Tha

property In s subdivided and im-
provey conditlon will go at once on
the market, and tt s understood that
Golsan & Nash wlll have charge of it
Already it Is an assured fact that n
trolley ear Hne' will be run right
throuch the ventre aof the Westham
nproperiy,
Something Dolng in Town.

The nctivity  In the eity was, as

already  hinted, largely conflned to

things that are to be, rather,than to
things that have happened. Nevertha-
less, there was something doing, and
the sales here, there and everywhers
throughout the eclty, according to the
hest obtainalle data.  amounted io
something like $200,000, ¥

While sales of a greater or smalier

nmount were made In nll parts of tha
clty, the maln activity was on Broad
Htreet, ang there was =oma Activity

there and no mistake, speculative ac-
tivity and all of the other kind. It is
sald that one plece of vacant ground
measuring less than 200 feet frontage
changed hands not less than threas
times during the week, and finally
landed into the clutchas of & porma=
nent Investor who proposes to hold It
for future development of West Broad
Street, which 'he surely thinks will
bring him a great blg profit.

Agenta and Speculntors Disguated.

A well-informed agent, In this con-
nection, told me yvesterday that pretty
much all of the vatant propery on
West Broad Street, fromn Allen Avenun
on out Inte the wilds of ' Henrlco
county, haid been gobbled up by per=
manent investors, and that from now.
on  the apeculators would have poo
plekings In that kind of West Broad
property, and the real estate agents
a stlll poorer showing. He gavo the
names of & half a dozen of theso par-
manent Inveéstors, and  sald  he hed
‘phoned to tha last mother's son d.f
them ftor selling fgures, and they had
all 'draopped the "phone with thé re
mark that there was nothing deing.

‘ (Contipued on Third ‘Page)
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